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x CON. XXVIII. 9. 
And . thou, Solomon, ny Son, know 
thou the God of thy Fathers and 


 feroe him with a perfect beart anda. 5 


with a * mind. * 


H E words of dying men P a 


deeper impreſſion on the mind. 


viction. But thoſe, which I here recite, do 


in an eſpecial manner merit your attention, 


being the words of a dying king, and, what 


is ftill more 8 of a 0 prope : 


= 


peculiar emphaſis, and leaye 4 
Circumſtances of this extremity | 


admit no diffimulation, and the opinion Ff 
fincerity conciliates belief, and enforces con- 
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'"n King -David is here repreſented in his laſt 
| hours giving inſtructions to his ſon Salmon 
| about the government of the kingdom, which 
ö he himſelf was about to leave. It might per- 
haps on this occaſion be expected that, as he 
| was a prince of an extraordinary character, ex- 
j! erciſed in ſevere trials and viciſſitudes of for- 
tune both proſperous and adverſe, renowned 
for military ſkill and bravery, and long con- 
LVverſant in the arts of government, he would 
now have communicated the reſult of his long 
experience in a ſyſtem: of political obſervations 
and maxims of fate, as the fitteſt means to 
fecure the proſperity and glory of his king- 
dom. But it ſeems the man after God's own 
| heart was convinced of the inſufficiency of all 
arts of human policy independent of the di- 
vine ſuccour and direction: under ſuch con- 
viction he directs his views to heaven, and 
recommends the practice of Religion, as the 
beſt ſyſtem of political wiſdom. And thay, 
Solomon, my Son, know thou the God of thy 1 
Fathers, and ſerve him with a Perfect heart 
and willing mind. 
There is ſomething very emphatical and 
inſtructive in the manner and force of the ex- 
preſſion, aptly recommending the practice of 


true Religion ay this favorite circutnſtatice, the 
God 
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ia Perſons:of High Stations, 3 
Cd of thy Fathers : the God, whom thy Fa- 


ther, amidſt a general corruption of manners, 
worſhipped with a ſincere piety, to whoſe 


ſervice thou haſt been dedicated, and in the 
cCourſe of a regular education continually di- 


rected both by my precepts and example: 
that God, whoſe good Providence hath ſo of- 
ten, and in a manner ſo extraordinary, deli- 
vered thy Father out of the greateſt dangers 


and. diſtreſſes: the God of Abraham, Jſaac, 


and Jacob, who choſe, ael for his own pe- 
culiar people, who brought them out of. Egypt 
with a mighty hand and outſtretched ary —— 


who, by his ſervant Maſes, delivered ſtatutes | 


and ordinances of the government of his people 
—know thou this God of thy Fathers, not im- 
perfectly and in ſpeculation only, hut practi- 
cally and experimentally, 207th g perfect heart: 


not merely with an external profeſſion, but i in ; 


ſincerity and truth, not as an impoſed or ex- 


torted ſervice, but with a willing mind, up- 

on free choice, and upon ſuch principles as 
will influence thy whole moral behaviour, and 
produce an uniform obedience to God com- 


mands. 


Such was the chaten given by king David, 


a leſſon truly worthy of a pious and good 


Prince, and of an affectionate and wiſe Parent, 
not 


Ae less reconimeded' by his i, than 
I | enforced by his authority: a leſſon at once 
wt of Religion, and good Policy, given to his Son 
| | in the moſt critical circumſtances of life, ſub- 
ö 


jected not only to the common violences of 
paſſion, which attend the vigour of yourh,” 
but alſo as a Prince expoſed to many peculiar 
temptations Incident | to the Js aur een 
ſtation. 5 | 
- "THe circumſtances, with which this 9 
vas introduced, are ſingular, and deſerve our 
notice: the occaſion was of a publick Anas, | 
the people of 1/-ae/ were aſſembled: the good 
| kling addreſſes them with this ſolemn obteſta· 
| | | tion: now therefore, in the Hb. of all Hrael, 
W | the congregation of the Lord, in the audience of 
| aur God, keep and ſeel for all the command 
| 7 nmnmnenti of the Lord your God: and then in an 
1 eſpecial manner directs this exhortation in the 
| 


words of my text with a Pathetick apoſtrophe 

to his ſon Solomon. — 

W |; I T ſhall take occaſion to ahne on the text 
and context by way of paraphraſe, drawing 
out intò view ſeveral circumſtances pertinent 
to our preſent purpoſe; and from thence en- 

| force the reaſon of the inſtruction here given. 
And thou, Solomon, my ſon—conſider that thou 


art t Kin 8 of — a choſen * under God's 
: | eſpecial 


eſpecial Providente> and Ave by r 

laws, which God himſelf hath vouchſafed to 

preſeribe: theſe he hath commanded thee to 

have continually before thine eyes, and to 

make the rule of thy government ; ſo that 

thou ſhalt not ſay in the wantonneſs of thy 

heart, I will do as other nations do, and wor- 

ſhip their Gods; thou ſhalt not do ſoin any 

wiſe: but now thou the God of thy Father, 

emphatically. recommended to'thee under #5is _ 
character, the God, who delivered me out of | 

all my troubles, and advanced me to the throne 

of theſe kingdoms; the God of Iſrael, to 15 

whoſe ſervice I had purpoſed to dedicate a 

Temple, a work of magnificent piety, which 

is now reſerved for the glory of thy reign : : 

ſeek not after the manner of other nations i in 

this reſpect; but be it thy wiſdom 70 know 

the God of thy Father, to worſhip him as 11 

have continually done, and to keep his com-' „ 

mandments. Sanctify civil adminiſtrations by 4 ; : 
offices of religion, be clnefly careful to pre- g 

ferve and encourage a ſenſe of true piety and 

virtue, to adorn jt by thy. example, as well as 

to eſtabliſh it by thy authority: ſo. know the 

God of thy fatber, ſo as not raſhly to depart 

from his judgment, or innovate on the eſta- 

liſhed ſcheme of _ WE ; but rather 

. count 
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count it an indiſpenſable meaſure of znfiies 85 
and prudence to preſerve and ſupport that 
Conſtitution, which, as it is the nurſe of loy- 
alty and obedience, is withal the trueſt ſup- 
port of civil government: be perſuaded that 
Religion is the moſt important and ſerious 
concern: ſerve God therefore not merely with 
the outward ſhew of an hypocritical piety, 
but with a Perfect Beart, not merely upon 
prejudice, or in conformity to cuſtom, but up- 
on full conviction, not with the formality of 
conſtrained ſervices, but with a willing mind, 
a mind with all it's powers and faculties de- 5 
voted to the worſhip of God in obedience to 
the firſt and great commandment. Men may 
indeed be deceived by outward appearances, 
and falſe pretences; but God is not mocked : 
for the Lord fearcheth all hearts,” and under- 
\ flanaeth all the imaginations of the thoughts. 
He, that is in Heaven, feeth in ſecret : he is a- 
bout thy path, and about thy, Bed. and ſpieth out 
all thy ways. Let this awful conſideration of 
the divine omnipreſence make a due impreſſion 
on thy heart, and influence thy whole moral 
conduct · by the regulation of thy thoughts and 
actions; ſuch eſpecially, which eſcape human 
cognizance, and are above cenſure or controul. 


The Fe ear of God is the ſovereign prindiple, | 
by 
} | | h 


8 1 


in Petfans of High Sam- ng. 
by which Kings are kept in awe: and indeed 
the application of this principle appears more 
eſpecially neceſſary in the caſe of - a young 
Prince, who by his very ſituation is expoſed 5 
to uncommon temptations and dangers; en- 
tring on his government in full vigour of high 
ſpirits, as yet without competent experience, 


inyeſted with a power, he as yet knows not 
how to uſe, and perhaps ſubjected to the di- 


rection of others, who paſs for the moſt able 


ſtateſmen, as being moſt converſant: in the 


various arts of corruption. In ſuch circum- 


ſtances wherew:thal. ſhall à young man cleanſe 
B¹¹ 2 ? even by, ruling 'bimſelf after God's 
word: that word, which by the expreſs 


| command of our divine Lawgiver the King of 


Iſrael is commanded to have continually before 
his eyes, and to keep written on his heart, as 
the rule of his conduct and ſupport of his 
vlrtue. On the whole reſt aſſured of this truth 
that the Fear ofi God is the beginning and per- 
fection of. wiſdom; and withal conſider that ; 
a Prince is more eſpecially obliged to act under 
the influence of this principle, on a publick 
as well as perſonal account, inaſmuch as the 
Common wealth is intereſted in the effects of 
his adminiſtrations. Be it the unenvied praiſe 
of other Kings to excel in ſchemes of fate 
Policy, 


n 
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or the wicked arts of extending their | 
dominions abroad by the miſeries of the van 
quiſhed or encreaſing their wealth at home 
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by the oppreſſion of their ſubjects: but be it 


thy wiſdom to ſtand diſtin guithed by the praiſe. 


of Piety and Religion, to know the God of thy 


Father, and to truſt in his Providence: herein 


be thou inſtructed by my precepts, and di- 


rected by my example: give thy heart to know 
and underſtand his will, and obey his com- 
mands; if thou thus ſeek him, be will be 
Found of: thee ; aſſurance of ſucceſs in this ſtudy, 
will encourage and reward thy endeavours : 
but. if "thou forſake him, be will caſt thee off > 


remember that be Lord thy God is: a jealous - 


God, and will puniſh. the indignity offered to 


his honour by the infliction of proportionate - 


; judgments. . In a word Piety will in the end 
be found to be the beſt Policy in the ſcheme of 


government, being the means and condition 
of proſperity both perſonal and national: on 


the other hand conſider the conſequences of 


an irreligious behaviour, and the threatning, 
which the prophet Samuel, on a day of pub- 


lick rejoicing, denounced both to the king and 


people: viz. if ye fill ſhall: do wickedly, ye 
ſhall be conſumed both "" and wand _ 4580 


5 So- 


— 


f 
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text — and now, leaving the application of 
the circumſtances to your: ſeveral apprehen- 
Lions, I proceed on to the hiſtory of Salman 
We are led to enquire concerning the eff, 
- which this charge had on the mind of the 
young Prince: and here we are informed that 
he entred on his government under the in- 
fluence of thoſe good principles, which were 
not in vain inculcated by his Father. He did 
not ſet out with that air of confidence and 

ſelf-ſufficiency,.. which the heat of youth and 
the wantoneſs of uncontroulable power is apt 
do produce: but, under the ſenſe of his own. 
inability, and the difliculties of his tation, he 
applies himſelf to the throne of divine Gruco 
for that | ſupernatural aſſiſtance: which in hien 
preſent circumſtances was eſpecially —_— — 
Solomon loved the Lord walking. in the flatutes: 
of David hit Father. And indeed on a re- 
markable occaſion he gave early p roof of his 
good judgment; and in his requeſt to God he 
ſhewed a mind prepared for the reception . 
that wiſdom, by which he was diſtinguiſhed 
above all the ſons of men: he did not make 
that his option, which commonly affects the 
imagination of yourbful minds; but he di- 
5 his views to nobler objects: give thy ſer 


ant 
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vient an underſtanding heart to Judge thy people, | ; 
that I may diſcern between good and bad: for 
Abo is able to judge this thy ſo great people? 


And the facred Hiſtorian proceeds to tell us 


that the thing pleaſed'the Lord: and God ſaid 


unto him, becauſe thou haſt aſked for this thing. 
behold I have done according to thy word; lo U 


have given thee a wiſe and underſtanding heart, 
and I bave given thee that, which thou baſt 


nat aſked, both riches and honour 3 and if thou. 


«<oilt walk in my ways to keep my ſtatutes and 


my commandments, as thy father David did walk, 


then will I lengt ben thy. days. 
No young prince did ever ſet out in life 
with greater advantages; and indeed no one. 


appears to have made a better uſe of. them. 


The Commandments of God were ſet before. 
him, as the ſupreme rule of his conduct; the. 
promiſe of temporal bleſſings for his encour- 


agement, and the example of his Father for 


his immediate direction. It was no vain ex- 
pectation of his people that he would be a 
glorious and happy King: nor was any reign 


more eminently diſtinguiſhed both by the per- 


ſonal virtues of the Prince, and the ptoſperity 


of the People. King Solomon ſurpaſſed all the. 


kings of the earth in riches and wiſdom — the 


Tord magnified Solomon exceedingly in the g 
: | 7 


1 | Prifons of: f 


upon her interview with him, broke out into 


aſtoniſhment; ſaying, thy wfdom and proſperity 
exceeded the fame which ] have heard. Bleſſed 


be the Lord thy God, which delighted in thee to 


fet thee on the throne of Iſrael, becauſe the Lord 
loved Iſrael for ever, therefore made be — | 
Ling to do judgment and juſtice. 


But, before I proceed further, I cannot: a- 


yoid pointing out one remarkable circumſtance. 
in Solomon s hiſtory ; and indeed ſuch it is, as 


cannot but affect the imagination and -judg- 


ment of every ſenſible man, and in a more 


particular manner excite the attention and ad- 
miration of the greateſt among the ſons; of 


men; and withal recommend offices of Reli- 
gion by the very dignity and ſolemnity of ex- 
ternal appearances. It is obvious to imagine 
that I am now directing your thoughts to the 


Dedication of his Temple, a ſtructure the moſt 


magnificent in the world, to a ſpectacle the 


moſt auguſt, on an occaſion the moſt ſolemn 


and important. Behold here th beauty of 


Holineſs, and the triumph of piety in the per- 


ſon of the royal ſupplicant. He is repreſented 
as kneelin 8 before the altar, with hands out- 


ſpread, 
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of all Iſrael; > and beflowed upon him fuch. royal: 5 
majeſty, as hath not been on any King before in 
Tfrael. We read that the Queen of Seba, 
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ſpread, with expreſſions of the moſt teverenta 


drefling his ſupplication to the God of his Fa- 
thers, with an ardency of devotion, which 


-nothing leſs than divine Grace could inſpire, 
| and a vein of eloquence, which tranſcends all 


imitation and praiſe. What more noble am- 


bition can a mind great and good entertain — 


and what greater glory can an earthly Mo- 


narch aſpire to, than an immediate intercourſe 


with Heaven? and what greater hohour and | 


happineſs can be conferred on man, than a 
publiek teſtimony of the divine approbation? 
and this we perceive was fignally diſplayed on 


this ſolemn occaſion: we are informed that 


the awful cloud, the glory of the inviſible 


God, filled the houſe of the Lord: and the 
Lord ſaid, I have hallowed the houſe which 


thou haſt built, to put my name there for ever, 
und mine eyes. and my heart 2 be there * 


e oh | 
Hear then, 0 ye Kings, give car 0 ye | 


Phinots of the earth, be ye here inſtructed 


both by the precepts of the man after God's 


own heart, and the example of the wiſeſt a- 
mong the ſons of men; be ye inſtructed to 


: know the God of your of pin to- make the 
- 2g of true OY | Virtue the primary 


object 


ED abs 


teally is the moſt precious jewel in the crown, 
and an. unfading ornament of unenvied honour 


* 

object of your care, to ſeek firft the Kingdom N 
F God and his Righteouſneſs in preference to 
all other regards, being aſſured that Piety is 


"an. nalen oY P 25 Saanen 


ſo far from being a diſgrace to Royalty, that ĩt 


to the royal character. For nor Solomon in a 
bis glory on the throne, admired by the Queen 


of Sheba, and adored by obſequious Courtiers, _ 
amidſt all the pomp of grandeur and majeſty, 


appeared ſo truly, great and reſpectable, as that 


fame Solomon, in all humility here proſtrate 


before the throne of Grace, worſhipping the 
God of his Fathers with a perfect heart and 

a willing mind, and by his interceſſion and 
ſupplication deriving a bing on himſelf and 


| his People. N 3th 


This is the general l which I ſhall n 
endeavour to recommend, ſhewing, that Princes 1 
are ſo far from being exempted from the com- 
mon duties of R4/zgion, that, in proportion to 


the ſuperior dignity and importance of their 
ſtation, they are under additional obligations 


more eſpecially to know the God of their Fa- 
thers, to ſtudy the ben d. of Chriſtianity, 
and the png of Chriſtian Virtues, and that 
in the common iſſue of things Piecy, as has 
been before remarked, will be found to be 

trueſt 
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trueſt Policy, and a religious Kin 8 the greateſt.” 
0 bleſſing to his. People. EEE 4 
Now concerning the duty of a King, who: 
ſhould be appointed, we find it thus ſet forth- 
by Mofes in the book of Deuteronomy : and it 
/ ſhall be, when he fitteth upon the. Throne of Bis 
; Kingdom, that he ſhall write him-a copy of the 
18 Law in a book out of that wwhich is before the 
Prise and the Levites : and it ſhall be with 
him, and be ſhall read therein all the days of 
his life; - that he may learn to fear the Lord his 
1 God, to keep all the words of this Law and theſe 
if atutes to do them; that his heart be not hifted 
j up above. his brethren, and that he turn not 
i . aſide from the Commandment to the rigbt band 
j 5 or to the left; to the end that be may prolong : 
; | 2 bis days in bis Kingdom, he and bis children i in 
| 


the midſt of Ijrael. | 
Such is the divine command. comperning 


| the duty of a King with regard to a matter of 
great importance to the publick, vi. his at- 
tention to the law of God. It ſets forth za 
ſpecial, obligation inherent in that character 1 
ſtudy and underſtand the Magna Charta of his 
Kingdom; to conſider the ſeveral ſtatutes and 
ordinances, which were made the rule of his 
conduct ; and the moral purpoſe, and general 
| end of this proviſion :. :. VIZ. cas be may learn 8 
| fo 
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encouragement of reed, we tos the good et. 


this charge was foutnc New: * as not my 8 | 
Cn CI ie was 4 ſeaſonable ad 


der his Gef 2 ant 4 delight wie fire 
ſtatutes and the ordinances of his God; a 
that in keeping: them there" was u griar res 

bo accordingly he directs Selomba in 

oice of is Religion, and ſets befor | 

him the Law of od, as the ſtar 

his government. 


Princes, and ſett 8 e an _ 
like duty, which hath'not leſs force 'under'ithe 
pat os thine it iran. ee, the e Wenn . | : | 


of N. ae, 


to know the God of tht: Fathers; ih ro ſerve 
im with a perfect heart; to be throughly in- 
ſtructed in the principles of their Religion and 
act under their influence gout che whole 
oourſe of their adminiſtrations. 
The children of 74is world ese be. 
offended by ſuch aſſertions: perhaps mere 
Politicians and Courtiers may ridicule and ex- 
plode an old-faſhioned doctrine, not at all 
ſuited to their favorite ſchemes or vicious in- 
clinations. But ſurely in a Chriftian country 
we may be allowed to recommend the cha- 
racter of a Chriſtian King, as properly ſuch; 
a character not merely ideal or imaginary, but 
realized in example: to conſider him, not as 
a mere Pageant of State, or Idol of a Party, 
but as a Father of his People, diſtinguiſhed not 
only by the praiſe of political prudence, but 
. of all Chriſtian Virtues, conducive to the pub- 
lick happineſs: as eminent for ſuperior Piety, 
as well as dignity, acting upon the nobler 
plan of Chriſtian Politicks. Conſidering his 
intereſts in a Kingdom, whith in not of "this 
bl. and himſelf not leſs the Servant go God; | 
| than Ruler of his People. 
But 1 Know not how it has nee that 
in the hiſtory of Chriſtian Princes we read 


very little in . * their Piety : this is a 
circum- 
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Fro pans 1a ſchemes of gelte wiſdom 
and military exploits make the moſt 
figure: theſe are the favorite topic 
 orators and poets have chiefly. exerciſed. their 
wit: we are pleaſed with the be 
magnificence of the deſcriptions 3' but, while 
our imagination is amuſed or exalted, our 
judgment is often miſled or perverted; and 


We have inſenſibly been taught to admire 
tranſactions, which, as Chriſtians, we cannot 
but condemn: and we have ſeen the ſucceſs - 
ful plunderers and deſtroyers of mankind ce- 


lebrated as the greateſt heroes of theit times. 
We have heard much of Roman Patriotiſm, 


Roman Bravery-and Virtue and ſo far have 


ſome been intereſted in heir praiſe, that. they 
ſeem to forget that they are Chriftians, Poli- 
ticians may, imagine that they are concerned 


to car ry. their, views no. further, than 77 
0 world: 2240 they may, deſerve the. praiſe of. being 4-1 


uſe in their generation, with regard. to ſome 


p {3 2 


ſchemes of their, reſpeiye. intereſts, and yet 


be fundamentally wrong in the main point, as 


auty and 


ks vin which | 


acting for a wrong end. They indeed, if they 


| have, intentions to. do, miſchief, ſeem. to a& 
conſiſtently, in diſcountenancing, thoſe prinei- 
> Ples of ee whi vo contradict their Pfac- 
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tice or thwart their defighs : why are a6 


3 — cr — — ES a —— 
_ 
. 5 \ 


ingly apt to repreſent the Fear of Gad, as ari 
ungenerous principle, tending to enſlave dhe 5 
mind, and fink it inte a ſtate bf Cowardice: . 

Look back, ſay they, into hiſtory; and confi | 


der the examples of your prows Princes; yott 


will find that in fact they were always: the 
worſt politicians, and moſt unfortunate in their 
adminiſtrations : 'confider their unhappy fate 
both before and after the Reformation: King 
Hen. VI. and Charles l. —Cujus ego diem acer - 


lſimum ſupremum mallem,; quam Tyranni illius 


dominatum a quo tile eft crudeliſime interfettus. 
They fools accounted bis life madneſs, and bis 

end to be without honour : but how is he num- 
bered among the chillies of God, 1 his lot is 


among the Saints t + N 
But ſurely it will be Wa in the 2 very. 


wrong Poliey to weaken the inffuence of Re- 


ligion, and counteract 759% principles, by 
which Princes are Kept in awe. As their high 
ſtation places them beyond the fear of man; 


it is highly expedient that the fear of God be 


called into the aid of human n 7 ty, ſince 


this is the only principle that can impoſe aft 
authoritative: reſtraint upon their actions. Of 
this Solomon, thus ſpeaking from his own ex- 
perienee, aſſures us —_ the Har of the Lord 


7s 


erſons 7 High Stirour.- 


is the N of qweſdom : and indeed rely 
out the book of Proverbs he dignifies Religion 
emphatical character of wiſdom itſelf; 


It! is t 5 moſt excellent knowlege, the Know- 
lege of Cad. in whom ſtande 


h our eternal 
life: a ſtate of ſervice which - is perfect free- 
dam ;- freedom. from the tyranny of thoſe paſ- 
fions, which uncontrouled diſturb. the happi- 
neſs of mankind s the cauſe of that peace, 
| which the world cannot give, nor take away; 
the peace God, which paſſeth all underſtand- 
ing: the very exerciſe of Religion carries in 
it its own reward: ber ways are ways of 
pleaſantneſe, and all her paths are peace; Now 


that, which. Appears ſo eſſential to the happi- a 


neſs of individuals, is in a more eſpecial man- 
| ber roquilite. | 5 2 e e who. Bears Naeh 


„„ 


piſtrations the community is intereied. ds 

And with regard to the People, - what „ 
more deſireable for the common god, than 
that the Governour ſhould En the God of bi. 
Fathers, and regulate his behaviour under the 
ſenſe of his duty towards God ? A good Chriſ- 
tian King, He, thatirfeth i in the. fear of the 
Lord, will never be igjurious tq his ſubjects; 


but, as he takes the will of God tor his guide, N 


he vin elle make the good of his people he 


3 end 
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end of his government. © What ſtronger a 


ation can be laid on a Prince not to abuſe 
his authority, than the conſideration that he 
alſo 'hath a Mafter in Heaven, an avenger- of 


injaſtice, of knowlege infinite, of power ir- 


reſiſtible? Well may the people rejoice, when 
the righteous are in authority, and mourn 
when the- wicked beareth rule. A religious 
Governor is the true Father of his People; 
and publick Bleſſir ings are the ordinary effects 
of publick Piety: that, which is amiable i in 
a private man, adds dignity and veneration to 
his character, and ſanctifies his authority; a 

chearful ſubmiffion follows his commands, — 9 


his power is ſtrengthened by reputation: happy 
ere the people that are in fuch 4 caſe, yea 
ble fed 4 are bang woes have the Lord Cod "ome 
God. 

. On the other * a be orient i 1s 
to be looked: upon! as à publick calamity - 
| either the contagion of his example will in- 
troduce national wickedneſs; or the deteſta- 

tion and contempt of his perſon will derive a 
contempt on his office ; and thus the ordi- 
nance of God will be blaſphemed when it is 
'perverted into an inſtrument of miſchief. And 
ſurely the ſubject has reafon to dread the abuſe 


of that power, which admits no ſuperior re- 
— ſtraint : 


* 


1 


ons. . 2 


5 of, High Sta ms. 
auge 15 hee e is there that he will love 


his People, who feareth not God; or even that 
there will be found any ſenſe of Humanity | 


If 


where there is no influence of Religion, Wo” 
From what hath been ſaid we perceive the 


feaſnablemſe and importance of King David's 


charge — and from the example of Solomon 


we recommend the general duty of young 


Princes, entring upon their government, to 


ſet out right under the influence of religious 
principles, to Ano und ſerve the Cad of their 
Fathers with a perfet# heart and willing mind. 


An example, which, as it carries in it a leſſon 
of uſeful inſtruction to perſons in ſimilar cir- 


cumſtances, appears in this point of view, not 
unſuitable to the purpoſes of the preſent ſo- 


lemnity. We cannot here avoid remarking, 


that this inſtance of Solomon s conformity to 
his F ather s will deſerves uncommon praiſe, 
as it was a fip zula 
and integrity amidſt circumſtances of uncomy 
mon danger and diffculties : the merit of 
men's: virtue bears proportion to the ſeverity | 
of the trial: and ſurely intheipreſent-caſe.the 
young Princes Virtue ſtood a dangerous trial 
of the various temptations, which heat of 
youth, the ſunſhine of proſperity, the inſa- 


11 5 of e ſovereign 2 or "they wicked &@- | 
ample 


inſtance of his conſtancy 


— 


| angie or advice bene ; might Pairs We 
are apt to look upon the regal ſtate wih a 
kind of envious admiration ; but in truth it 
will be found, in a moral view, rather to de- 
ſerve our compaſſion, while we conſider. the 
langere to which a young Prince more eſpe⸗ ; 
cially is expoſed. We may conſider him as it 
were beſieged on his throne, and attacked on 
every ſide by the application of ſiniſter mo- 
tives to every paſſion and inclination: he may 
be miſled into wrong meaſures of government 
by the officious inſtruments of his power. 
Some there are, who will make their court by 
flattering his vanity — ſodthing his ambitiun 
ſwelling his imagination with the idea of 
falſe glories and military triumphs :. go up to 
\Ramoth Gilead and proſper. Others there are, 
the men of buſineſs more cunningly wicked, 
-who are forward to gratify his evarice, and 
their own, by ſome new projects and ſchemes, 
perhaps oppreſſive to the ſubject: others, the 
more gay unthinking part, are content to a- 
muſe themſelves in the courſe of idle purſuits, 
harbingers of luxury, and improvers of taſte 
in the variety of expenſive pleaſures, which 
tend to diſſipate that habitual ſeriouſneſs of 
mind which is the preſervative of all virtue 
buy beſides onto under the indulgence: of a 
gentle 


| cited govgenantns; — Y gif, who wi 
abuſe their liberty to. purpoſes not inter 
and pervert it jinto/licentiouſneſs; fome;. whis 
_ In ſpeculation ſet-up for Free: thinkers or mi- 
nute Philoſophers, and would appear wiſe be- 
yond what is written in God's word for their 
inſtruction ſome alſo,” who, ſcorning to 
3 apealy avow their p ophaneneſs and 
immorality, men of bold wit and paſite de- 
bauchery : theſe are they, who fit in the feat. 
of the Scarger, and ridicule Religion, the u. 
fraints of which they cannot bear; and ge- 
* diſcourage the practice, 95 ill· ſuited 
to the character of a Gentleman, and are 
thy of a Prince's regard; hardened /e vs, t. 
make a. mock. at fin, and glory in t Y | 
We. have. m on bonn of che 
tagion of ſuch wicked | 
ere v. and examples; as tending to corrupt 
or extinguiſh the ſenſe of Religion, to coun- 
teract the effects of | the- Prince's perional * 
tues, and eventually to diſoredit his govern- 
ment. Theſe are poſſible caſes of danger, s 
which Princes are expoſed, which I briefly 
point out, as ſuggeſling a leſſom of caution in 
a matter of great importance to the Publick. 
We may carry on our imagination farther, 
= more. mingtchy conſider the caſe of a young 


Prince, 
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5 of wiſdom, which he had made his 
choice not in vain; and under the influence 
of this principle he held faſt his integrity 
and may all young Princes be directed by his 


example, and encouraged by his ſueceſsl - | 


Let us now imagine him coming to the throne 
in triumph amidſt univerſal con gratulations 
of an happy people: we here ſuppoſe him be- 


ſet by thoſe: temptations, which generally ac- 


company the regal ſtate, expoſed to the fraud 
and flattery of obſequious. courtiers ;- in this © 
tribe We may imagine ſome bold gay ſpirits, 
ſome Free -thinkers and Libertines, who would 
be induſtrious ta corrupt the young- Prince's 
mind, and ceunteract his Father's charge; 
ſuch young ſtateſmen, as thoſe, WhO were 


privy counſellors to his Son - Rehoboam': we 


may imagine an addreſs . occaſion made 


to the following purpoſe : e 
ee We think ourſelves happy in haviagiſack | 


% yang Prince on the throne, and. hope 


e from your enterprizing generous ſpirit to ſee 


%a new face of gaiety in a more brilliant 
« Court. — As for your Father David, he 


as a formal ſuperſtitious Pietiſt inſiſting | 


6e 5-009 old ee rules, ſtatutes, and 
700 ordinances z 


8 religious ſervi | bY 1 & +. 
«ſelf a King; de wal eee ſhake ; 
« off theſe illiberal reſtraints, and indulge 
ce yourſelf and your people i in ” full liberty of 
«© conſcience in all matters: f Religion, to 
« think, ſpeak, and act as they pleaſe, uns. 
«ſchooled by Levites, and unawed by Prieſts. 
« Tt is now time to break off the prejudices 
« of your edubation, and ſet aſide the legacy 
<« of dull principles bequeathed by your Fa- 
« ther: give a looſe to your ſpirit; leave all 
<« open and free, and follow nature: let there 
ce he no authorized formalities, no religions 
d eſtabliſnments, no reſtraints upon Libre 
«it is beneath your dignity to Wa 
in the Reps of your Forefathers; exert ybẽ 
« royal prerogative, chooſe for yourſelf N 
'« chooſe any God rather than that 'obtraded . 
« © upon you: rb God of Your. Barber Pert. 
Such temptations we may.conceive-to be 
e in the way of a houng prince. by free : 
thinking Libertines: and I'think I have not 
— their arguments on this head: 
nor will they appear miſapplied when coming 
from the mouth of ſome: of Neboboums coun- 
ſellors. With regard to Solomon, it muſt be 
membered to wr honour, ! that he was in no 
— x 
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ways to be influenced by ſuch wn 
but paid a ſtrict regard to his F ather's xg 


00 thus recommended. 

From bis example I ſhall Nabe e 
briefly to conſider the argument drawn from 
paternal or regal authority, how far in ſuch 


like circumſtances it may reaſonably deter- 0 
mine our judgment in the choice of our Re- 


ligion ; as implied in this emphatical expreſ-. 


fon, know thou the God of thy Fathers. © 
It may indeed be preſumed that this favo- 
rita Son; under the tuition of ſuch a Father, 
was well inſtructed in the grounds ↄf that Re- 
ligien, Which he: was to profeſs, and accord 
ingly that his choieg was determined not 
merely in obedience to any command, but up- 
on rational motives: of canvitiion, he was 
| herein guided by the experience and deliberate. 


judgment of a Father, whoſe chief Rudy was 
in the law of his Gad, an inſtructor 
inſpired, one who had introduced conſider- 


able Reformations and improvements in reli 
gious adminiſtrations, and forms of diving Wore 
ſhip; which were with univerſal approbation 
| received by the people, and eſtabliſhed by the 
ſanction of royal authority. So far a fair pre. 


EW oppeartsd © in favour of- the. par 


' adhering to that ſcheme of W ee . | 


„ act we a Ar r er Mt IX . at =x* 


divinely b 


| ſcheme 


ke 


ther; arid; in ſich cireu 


muſt be thought highly reaſonable. But, fup- 


poſing he had not ſet out with ſuch dean - | 


tages of education and inſtruction, in fuch a. 
caſe' what would his wiſdom liave prompted 


him to do? We anſwer, that, if profeſſion of 


any Religion at all is to be made, and no juſt 
exception lies againſt the ſcheme recommend 
ed and received, the authority of ſo good d 
King, and the direction of ſuch an affectionate 
and wiſe Parent, and withal a deference to. 

the judgment of the publick, might with, 

good reaſor{' here take plate, and determine 
his choice. Theſe ate fuffcient reaſons, becauſe 
they ate the beſt, which the caſe admits. Now . 

meti muſt not be always Scepticks i in Religio 
ſome principles or other muſt be allowe 
and accordingly it ſcems adviſcable i in this in⸗ 
ſtance to act upon 
prudence, which in other caſes has its weight, 
viz. to be guided by judgment better than 
dur own; which for want of competent ex- 


perience we have in this inſtance reaſan- to 


diſtruſt. Now, in caſes of competition, the 


preſumption certainly ſtands in Aber of that | 8 
ſcheme; which hath been fairly examined and 


approved 


fork 7 High Station. 29 


acting in confoimity to his Father's. advice. : 


| this maxith of common 
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approved by the deliberate concluſions. of -pubs 0 


the reſolution of the young prince fo now. an 


7 Me 50 Rigs 


lick wiſdom: and on this footing: we juſtify 


Serve the God of bis fathers, with a. perfect | 


Heart, in es to e other religious 


projet i: ered 
I have been led into. theſe „ by aha | 


ſervin the behaviour of many young men in | 
the preſent age, fo contrary to that of Solomon; 


who take a pride i In ſhewing oppant 


authority in matters of Religion; contradicting : 
and caviling againſt the commonly received 
doctrines, and running into, any fingularities 


and novelties, however exceptionable and in- 
decent, in oppoſition to publick wiſdom, and 


defiance to publick authority. The very no- 


tion of an eſt ablyhment, as it implies ſome 
reſtraint upon liberty, gives offence. and pro- 


vokes hoſtilities, and accordingly muſt. be.at= 
| tacked and demoliſhed. I ſhall therefore take 


occaſion to addreſs my diſcourſe to young men. 
eonſidered under the perſon of Solomon, in a 


few words of expoſtulation, advice, and ex- 
hortation; to the end that they may not be 
tempted to follow any new ſcheme of Reli- 


gion, but willingly. acquieſce in the preſent 


| _ eſtabliſhment, and #now rhe God of their. Fa- 


thers and ſerve bim with a perfect beart. 
Now 


done Ab we 1 ch 1 ronſot . 
poſe that King So/omon was at leaſt as wiſe in 


his time of life, as any young man of the 


preſent age: and we remark withal that he 


thought it no impeachment of his character 
to obſerve the charge ſo ſolemnly delivered by 
his Father. And why ſhould any young man 
affect to appear wiſer than im? eſpecially in 
matters, in which they are not well qualified 


to judge for themſelves, but ſtand in need of 


dome nen But 3 e is riod 


? Amis, habe it is moſt Hwy 3 rm ſtrange 


fondneſs for Novelty, when the change is even 


made for the worſe. There often appears 
withal a petulancy and forwardnefs to object 
againſt any doctrine or diſcipline, which 
comes recommended under the notion of 


 Eftabll /bment. But after all why do they af- 


fe ſuch a fngularity ® why do they fo rathly 
diſſent from the judgment of their: Forefa- 
thers? - Certainly ſome ſpecial reaſon ought 


to be aſſigned for this proceeding; ; becauſe 


the ſyſtem received, which hath ſtood the NR 


of a juſt examination, and by continual'ex- 


perience approved and ratified,” ſhould of 


courſe be preſumed to have been well founded: 
nor can the mind be — of deep- 
e rooted 


. 
\ = . 
1 nd RR 
J l J [ l 8 


FR ” "RS * 


W . 


32 8 U je and. '"Wecofhryef FO 


dates origciptes, but by the force of ſome Fe, 
ve conviction ; if none of this kirld appears, 
all oppoſition and bontradiction is as unwar⸗ 
rantable, as it is weak and groundleſs. Sarely. 
they diſcover a great ſhare of vanity and arro- 


gance in the affectation to appear wifer than 
3 wiſdom, and a prepoſterous kind of 


ry of impudence i in the attempt to over= 


. bear publick authority. Now this is more e- 
pedcially indecent and blameable in young men, 


who, for want of knowlege and experience, | 
are not as yet competent judges of fuch mat- 


ters; but ſtand in ficed of better direction; 


while the violence of their paſſions at the ſame : 


3 time calls _ the en _w_ ſome re- 
ſtraiftt. 


It Seti they acre their in in ey) ri 8b 
of private judgment: : they will not take vp 
their Religion - implicitly, upon the prejudices 


of their Family or Country: ſo far they do 


rigbt; and ſo far are we from precluding, 


that we approve and encourage this principle: 


but at the ſame time we ſay that ſome defe 
rence is due to authority ; which in this caſe 
hath the force of a good reaſon, both art con- 


fiſtent, though ſometimes ſet at variance by 
weak or ill-defigning men, who uſe their Li- 
-_ far « a cloke of maticionſneſs. F reedom of 


enquiry 


enquiry into the dui of our Religion is 
the diſtinguiſhing principle and honour of the 
be Cauſe: * this; we do readily promote 
is may not der ate into Lane | 
We are exhorted by St. Paul ro prove all 
things, but withal' to bold faſt: that. which is 
goo: doctrines are to be examined, a jut 
1 itinRion made, and our judgment to be 

ormed on the beſt. grounds: from thence 
Lat a ſtedfaſtneſs in principles thus exa- 
mined and approved. And thus did our 


| Grout: proceed in the work of Reformation. 5 


It is here to be remarked that the very no- 
tion of Reformation ſuppoſes ſomething wrong 
in the ſyſtem to be reformed ; and this indeed 
| ſhews the poſſibility of ſomething wrong ro 
eflabhiſhed by cuſtom or abufe of power. A 
this was really the ſtate of the Church in that 
critical period of time. In fact Chriſtianity 


was. not then leſs: corrupted: by popiſn Super- 5 


ſtition, than the Jewiſn Church in our Sa- 
viour's time was by the leaven of the Seriber 
and Phariſees. In thij caſe there Was a no- 
toriety of fact; our forefathers entered upon 
this work with: that ſerious concern and cau- 
tion, which the importance of it required. 
| Tg did ſearch the- Scriptures whether theſe 
EE things 


- 


j 


* 


. were þ by this Randard they regula - 
ted their judgment; and accordingly they fe _ 
parated the corrupt part of the ſyſtem. from 

the ſound, rejecting Popery, and preſerving 
Ghriftianity, they hold faſt that which was good. 

Thus was out Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution then 
ſettled upon the ſureſt grounds, and hath 
| hitherto ſtood the teſt of the ſtricteſt, enqui- 
ries, and triumphed over-all oppoſition. -.; _ 
Certain it is that no ſcheme merely human : 
can be abſolutely perfect. and, however per- 
fect it was, it is alſo certain that there will be 
men of perverſe minds, who: will be always 
forward to raiſe cavils and obiections. — But 
let no conſiderations. of this kind move you 
to depart from a ſcheme of Religion, which 
is (eſtabliſhed upon ſuch a ſolid foundation: 

be it rather your endeavour 4% know the God 
of your Fathers, and ſerve him with a perfet# 
Beart and willing ming, to a& upon Chriſtian 
principles in ſincerity and in truth; and you | 

will be convinced of the unreaſonableneſs of 
diſſenſion and oppoſition to a ee 
eſtabliſnment. * 

We are indeed apt to boaſt of out 4 
Conſtitution, and the envied privileges of our 
People: but I know not how it happens, 
* the very notion of this Liberty often 


W Fd carries 


7 2 


carries men into had and * of char 
privilege, the benefit of which 1s then only 
felt, when it is uſed with diſcretion and mo- 
deration. Much caution therefore is required 
Were there is a danger of tranſgreſſing, and 
eſpecially in matters of moſt ſerious import- 
ance, in matters of Religion. Here a ſingu- 
lar reverence ſhould take place, and impoſe a 
reſtraint-upon every irregular attempt. It bas 
hitherto and eyer will be found more adviſe- 
able in point of Prudence and Juſtice to con- 
form to an eſtabliſhment ſo unexceptionable, 
to act under the ſanction of publick authori- 
ty, and the direction of publick wiſdom, than 
raſhly and wantonly to diſturb the ſettled or- 
der and make innovations in the ſyſtem of Re- 
ligion: the ſenſe of modefly and decency 
ſhould keep men within bounds of good m 
ners, \pd check their petulancy and Fate 
neſs to contradict their betters : and laſtl 

_ Chriſtian Charity, which carries with it. a leſ- 
ſon of unanimity, ſhould moderate the heat 
of all oppoſition, and recommend a gonfor- 
mity of opinion for the ſake of publick order 
and regularity, - ſo that the common F aith 
may be maintained in the ai 4 e and 
the. bong: of a 2 0 5 
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Having gone through the conſideration dk A 
the doctrines contained in my text, I ſhall now 
in the laſt place dire& the application to the 


purpdſe of the preſent Solemnity. | 
We are this day aſſembled to offer our ſa- 


crifices of publick praiſe and thankſgiving fot ; 
his Majeſty's acceſſion to the Government of 


theſe Kingdoms : a peace offering and a free- 
will-offering of grateful hearts, affected by 
the ſenſe of our national happiheſs undef his 
gracious adminiſtrations. In all our Engliſh 
hiſtory we do not meet an example of a Prince 


coming to the Crown under more advanta- 


geous circumſtances, none more recommended 
to the favorable opinion of his People by the 


reputation of his perſonal Virtues: univerſal 


Joy and approbation accompanied the auſpi⸗ 
<cious entrance, and an uninterrupted ſeries of 
fortunate events has diſtiniguiſtied the progreſs 
bf his reign ;. triumphs and victories over his 
enemies abroad, and a domeſtick conqueſt, 
more important and intereſting, the conqueſt 
over Faction by the coalition or extinction of 
Parties. Such at leaſt was the Royal Intention 
and may it never be diſappointed by the per- 
verſeneſs of an ungracious People! the hap- 
pineſs of the Sovereign and Subject is corr- 


tained in offices of mutual and reciprocal be- 
£ Er nevolence 
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nevolence, without hypocriſy, without partia- 
lity. King David rejoiced in the reconcilia- 
tion of contending. Parties, as a fayourable 
omen of the publick - proſperity. : by this, 
faid he, I know that 1 am fas gay King 0 gver | 
all jrath. 481. 
It is indeed ee but that offences 
muſt come; high ſpirits muſt evaporate in ſome 
_ diſpute or other: the men of Judab and the 
men of 1/-ael will enter into contention : yet, 
as long as this is only an emulation in zeal for 
the ſervice of. their common Lord and Maſ- 
ter, for the common good of the People, and 
without any views of private avarice or ambi- 
tion, ſuch conteſts as theſe are allowable and 
_ defireable ; ſuch diverſity of opinion with re- 
gard to the means will ſoon amicably be ad- | 
juſted between men who aim at the ſama 
End. But — but the occaſion of the preſent 


ſolemnity calls us off from every ungaſy re- 


flexion to the mare agreable proſpect of our 

national felicities, various in kind and i impor- 
tant in degree: and among theſe I am more 
eſpecially led to remark the Religious. charag- | 
ter of our Sovereign: it is his merit to have 

made that a matter of voluntary. chaice, which 
Solomon received in charge, from his Fatb er. 


col know che God of bis F. athers and ſerve bin No 
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| with 4 perfe# heart, to underſtand the prin · 
ciples and practiſe the duties of Chriſtianity, 
to ſupport the eſtabliſhed ſcheme of Religion ” 
by his authority, and adorn, it by his example; 
an example. of Piety, which may inſtruct or 
upbraid thoſe who are near to his Perſon, and 
doncerned in his adminiſtrations. At the ſame 
tithe it behoves all Subjects to conſider their 
bligation to perform the ſeveral duties of their 
Nations in their civil and religious capacities, 
and by the practice of all ſocial Virtues to con- 
tribute to the welfare and proſperity of the 
Kingdom. We perceive in the caſe of the good 
young King Jglab, that the good effects of 
the Prince's perſonal Piety may be fruſtrated 
by the general wickedneſs of the People. 
Accordingly David in the context directs his 
charge to the congregation of Mal, as well as 
in particular to his Son Solomon, reminding 
them of their religious obligations to ſerve 
the God of * Fathers with @ Pena 
Great things indeed hath God done for us, 
whereaf we rejoice, and how offer up our ſa- 
crifices of thankſgiving : marvelous works of 
his gracious providence, ſuch as will make the, - 
moſt thining figure in the Chronicles of our. 


en inge N the * of former 
times; 
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times; and Poſtetity will read with aſtoniſh- 
metit the hiſtory of deliverances, victories, 


conqueſts, and triumphs; and in the conclu- 
* a juſt and honourable Peace. 


Ates is not my buſineſs or inclination e 5 
into any political diſquiſition on this head; at 


Aae it will be ſufficient to point out the 
morul purpaſe and practical uſes contained in 


the hiſtory of facts. In this point of view I 


conceive no application more pertinent to the 


cCaſe, than the advice and exhortation of the 
Prophet Samuel, given to the MHraelites on a 


day of publick Thankſgiving, viz. that the 


conſideration of God's extraordinary bleſſings 


ſhould teach us a leſſon, which in the ſunſhine 
of proſperity we are apt to diſregard, a leſſon 


of Humanity and Piety, and obedience to the 


divine will, as the means and conditions of ob- — 


taining the divine Favour, The occaſion was 
ſolemn and important; and, as herein many 


circumſtances appear applicable. to our own 
caſe, it may not be improper to give a brief . 


recital of this portion 

ſeems a bloody war was now 7 happily — 
the enemy totally defeated; the the 1-nelites. with 
their King return victorious from the 4 ot 
battle; Saul enters Gilgal ins triumph; pap! 
re attended his ſaceels 3 the: common vo! 
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of the people recognized the divine appoints 


ment; the Kingdom: was renewed to Saul by a 
publick inauguration, amidit applauſes, con- 
gratulations, and all demonſtrations of uni- 
verſal joy. Saul and all the men of Ijraet a- 


criſiced Sacrifices of Peace offerings in Gilgal, 
and rejoiced greatly. In the midſt of this rer 


joicing the Prophet Samuel takes occaſion to 


expoſtulate with a capricious diſcontented 


People, and to reaſon with them, concerning the 


righteous acts of the Lord: He commemorates | 
extraordinary national bleſſings, by which 
from time to time they had been ſo. fignally. 
favoured; and concludes: his diſcourſe with 


this practical exhortation: only fear the Lord. 


and ſerve him in Truth, and with all your 
Heart, for confider what great Things he hath 
done for yon but, if ye till do-wichedly, 1 
ſhall be conſumed, both ye and your King. 

- You here perceive the conſideration of the 


great things which God had done for them 
1s applied to a practical purpoſe, as a motive 
to national Piety and the worſhip of their Je- 
ho vab, to whoſe ſingular favour they owed 
their preſervation and proſperity. We have, 
here before us an inſtrudtive' uſeful leſſon, ap- 
plicable to our own caſe: a leſſon of humilia- 


* aud py” in this © our day of feſtivity and 
triumph, 


N of \ High Stations." oY 


Te inculcated in a time EPR IOY and 
eireumſtances moſt critical, reminding us of 
a point very intereſting and obvious, which 
nevertheleſs, and perhaps for: that-very reaſon; | 
are apt to forget, even when we are up- 
b by the familiarity of his unmerited 
bloflings: : v2. our dependence upon Almighty 
God, 40bo hath given us ſuch wealth and power. 
It behoves us therefore, according to the ad- 
vice of the Prophet Samuel given on a ſimilar 
occaſion, to conſider the great things he hath 
done for us in a moral view, and learn fo to 
number and eſtimate our felicities, as to apply 
our hearts unto true wiſdom: fo fear the 
Tord, and to ſerue bim in truth with all our 
Heart, and expreſs the fincerity of our gra- 
titude by ſhewing our obedience to the will of 
our Bonefaftor/ PT Cy a N uſe * 1 * 
benefit. 


Carry . your 0 — neee the | 
Ade extent of our conqueſts: Imagination 


here ſeems loſt in the immenſity of ſpace: 


behold a vaſt unweildy empire, as the Hiſto- | 


rian ſpeaks: of the Roman, magnitudine labo- 


rans ſua a new world opened to our view, 


uncultivated, uncivilized, unchriſtianized. Now 


what ſentiments ſnould ſuch a proſpect excite 
in our ä Do v afk for what Ends this 


wonderful 


: 
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of a Cbriſtian Prince, is reſerred to complete 
0 Glories of his Majeſty's: Reign 


. . that confiderations of this ki 
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wonderful diſpenſation of Providerice Was in- 


tended? Was it merely to gratify military 
ambition, or mercantile avarice? By no means: 
we perceive a more nobis purpoſe in view: 
the advancement of God's glory, and the 
good of mankind, by propagating and eſta- 


bliſhing Chriſtianity on the primitive Ap. 


lical Plan. This moral conqueſt, maſt worthy 


 Hitherto-our connexion with the e 
of America hath been conſidered in a view ra- 


ther commercial than religious: Trade, and the 
Mammon of unrighteon/nefs have been the Idol, 
to which the People have ſacrificed. But who 


is that wie Merchant, who, having found a 
poodly pearl, will purchaſe it at the expence 
of all his other Poſſeſſions ? Where is found 
that zeal for promoting Cbriſtianity, which 


ĩts principles in the ordinary tendency ſhould 


inſpire, and which the importance of the 
cauſe demands? May we not conceive hopes 


a may at length 5 
take place, and influence the conduct of our 


Governors? that, among others, this work - 
of Providence alſo may be carried on with 
| ſucceſs? and that our gracious Sovereign, 
fince God bath given bim reſt from his enemies 


all 
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all about bin, and that leiſure and opportunity 
which the tumultuous buſineſs of war could 
| not allow, as he is bleſſed with the proſperity 
of King David, may alſo be inclined to fol+ 
low the example of his Piety; and amidit 
the general tranquillity, conſulting. with Ne 
than the Prophet, turn his thoughts towards 
the houſe of God, and extend his care to the 
 Ecclefiaſtical, as well as civil government af 
his dominions : And, to ſpeak plainly and 
determinately to the point, eſtabliſh the Apoſ- 
tolical Form of Church Government which 
is beſt connected with Monarchy; wiz. Epiſ- 
copal, with a regular ſubordination-of Clergy; 
without any interfering with the religious or 
civil rights of any perſons whatever. May he 
ſo know the God of bir Fathers, as to be zra- 


FT: in Per 
& 
4 
ka 


lous in ſupporting the preſent eſtabliſhment, * - 


and carry on the good work which God hath 

put into his heart; neither intimidated by falſe 

| fears, nor flattered with falſe. hopes, nor de- 
luded by falſe repreſentations, nor — ; 

by falſe meaſures of imaginary expediences, 

nor 1 bby the en che avaricious 
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" 3 Now i it came 3 ot Den fot in 1 
. aid to. Nathan the Fame: 2 1 dwell i in 2 ouſe of | 


en 17. * 
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Trader, or the perverſeneſs of the · factibus 7 
Schiſmatick !; May his hands be ſtrengthened 


in the execution of this laudable deſign, which 


reaſons of good civil Policy, as well as of 
Religion, recommend and enforce. And, as 


we are directed by the form for this day's ſer- 


vice, we thus pray; Bie ſed Lord, who haſt 


called Princes to the defence of thy. Baith, and 


haſt made it their duty to promote the. ſpiritual 


welfare together with the temporal intereſts of 
their People, let this Work of thee his God 


proſper iu his bands, let his eyes behold the ſuc- 
cee of his defigns. for the ſer vice of thy true 
Religion eſtabliſhed among us. 

To conclude—we cannot without the moſt | 
thankful acknowlegements reflect upon the 
many ſignal interpoſitions of divine Providence 


in the protection and profperity of theſe King- 


doms: and may this reflexion have its prac- 


tical influence in the due regulation of our 
8 thoughts and actions! ſo. that the abuſe of 


God's goodneſs may not be added to the 


meaſure of our iniquities, nor that, which 
ſhould have been for our wealth, become unto. 


us an occaſion of falling. While indeed we 
look upon ourſelves in a comparative view 


with others, and conſider the excellency of 
our Conſtitution i in Church and State, we afe 


* 
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apt not in vain to congratulate ourſelves; and 


take a pride in the ſenſe of our diſtinguiſhed | 
felicity, and apply to our own caſe the praiſe 
of God's choſen People: happy art thou, O 


. Thr ael, who is like unto thee O People ſaved by 


the Lord? But it behoveth us alſo at the ſame 


time to apply the caution given to them by 
their divine Lawgiver, not to neglect or abuſe 


ſo great bleſſings: I ſhall accordingly cloſe the 


whole with that practical inference contained 


in the words of his expoſtulation and advice: 
Deut. 4. 7.8.9. 54 What Nation is there ſo great, 


who hath God ſo nigh unto them, as the Lord 
dur God is in all J. hings which we call upon Bim 
1 for? And what Nation is there ſo great, that 


hath flatutes and judgments ſo righteous, as all. 
' this Lam, which 1 fet before thee this day? 

Only take heed to thyſelf, and keep thy Soul di- 7 „ 
ligently, leſt thou forget the things which thine 
Eyes have ſeen, and left thou depart from thy | 


Heart all the days f thy life : but teach them 
— 7 — and 645 be 5 ſons. 
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